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Prevent Child Abuse California

SB 468 (Padilla): Shaken Baby Syndrome

Position: Sponsor/Support
The Child Abuse Prevention Center (CAP Center) is a training, resource and administrative facility home to numerous non-profit agencies working collaboratively to prevent child abuse. Its advocacy organization, Prevent Child Abuse California (PCA CA), is a chartered member of Prevent Child Abuse America and has connections in every California county.  PCA CA focuses on preventing the abuse and neglect of California’s children by building community resources, enhancing public awareness, developing and coordinating prevention programs, and facilitating advocacy activities.

Background

Approximately 1,300 children are severely injured or die from inflicted head trauma in the U.S. every year.  Many of these cases are a result of shaken baby syndrome (SBS), which is a set of injuries that result from violent shaking of a baby. As the child’s head whips back and forth, he or she sustains brain damage.  This is often accompanied by damage to the retina, and sometimes by certain broken bones or bruising.  Sometimes the victim dies; if not, mental and physical handicaps are typical results.  Most victims are within their first two years of life.  California hospitals alone see approximately 15 cases per 100,000 children under two years old per year.  
Current law requires medical providers to report all cases of suspected child abuse, including shaken baby syndrome.  However, symptoms can be difficult to identify and parents may not be forthcoming about describing any history of head trauma.  When a medical provider does become suspicious of abuse in an infant, a bone survey, brain scan, and eye exam will identify most cases of shaken baby syndrome.

Additionally, current law requires hospital staff to provide SBS information to new parents, but only if that information has been provided to the hospital.  However, it does not specify who is to provide this information to hospitals or define a structure for doing so.
Solution
PCA CA proposes implementing the Shaken Baby Syndrome Prevention Education Project that would be offered to new mothers, fathers or father figures and adult caregivers.  The project would initially be implemented in up to ten counties.  

The Department of Social Services’ (DSS) Office of Child Abuse Prevention shall select an entity to implement a public education project for the reduction of the frequency of shaken baby syndrome (SBS).  The entity shall do the following: select or develop best practices materials designed to teach parents and other care givers about shaken baby syndrome and its prevention; provide the materials to all health facilities in the participating counties and to the state Department of Social Services; train DSS staff, health facility staff and volunteers to deliver the program to new mothers and other caregivers; and provide additional support to hospitals, birth clinics, midwives, and DSS for program implementation, as needed.  

If you have any questions regarding PCA CA’s legislative proposal or sponsorship, please contact the CAP Center’s Legislative Advocate, Dawn Sanders Koepke, at (916) 930-1993.  Thank you! 
